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COLONIA MAURICIO
TWO COMPLEMENTARY VISIONS

EDGARDO ZABLOTSKY
APRIL 2012

“Mauricio,the most prosperous of our coloriies
Jewish Colonization Associatiph904"

“These are the latest official data (1930) on Cado¥iauricio,
which, by all accounts, no longer exists as a Jewdony”
D. Aranovich, 1931

[. INTRODUCTION

In 1891 Baron Maurice de Hirsch founded the Jew@blonization Association
(J.C.A), which was to become one of the largestapthropic firms of their time,
conducting a gigantic experiment in social welfeoasisting in the organized immigration
of thousands of people from the Russian Empire rigeAtina and setting up agricultural
colonies.

Colonia Mauricio, close to Carlos Casares, in theviacia of Buenos Aires, was
established in 1891 on the first land acquiredngyX.C.A. in Argentina and by far the most
fertile. As pointed out by Haim Avni (January 1988)hen the Baron de Hirsch chose
Argentina as a repository of his project he dreawfea vast extension of fertile land, this
vision is adjusted to the humid pampas, while theality of the periphery land
progressively deteriorates. The colonies, withekeeption of Mauricio, were located very
close to the margins of this region, in lands af/y@oor quality.

In the early 20th century, the prosperity of théong reflected the ideal of Hirsch,
who in 1892 had stated in an interview with the Néark World: “These exiles are so
poor that if they are given the means to work dre&ytare taught to work the land, so that
the harvest would be sufficient to feed their faaaibnd earn some profit as well, | have no

doubt that they will make good use of the oppotyuihi

! D. Aranovich, p. 14.



However, Colonia Mauricio rapidly disintegrated.rFI®30 the colony was only a
memory. What happened?

In this paper we reconstruct the history of Colavi@uricio from two complementary
primary sources: the memories of Boris Garfunkele of the first and more important
settlers, and the historical review written by DémeeAranovich, the first Russian Jew who
earned a Doctorate degree in Medicine in Argentiviag attended the health needs of the
colony in the early 20th.

Boris Garfunkel was born in Russia in 1866, he eategl to Argentina in 1891 with
one of the first contingents of the J.C.A., he wattled in Mauricio and resided in the
colony during the first 15 years of its live. He ved to Buenos Aires in 1906, opening a
furniture store and, over the years, he becameanaf the Argentine business society.

Unlike the vast majority of immigrants colonized the project of Baron de Hisch,
Boris Garfunkel did not emigrate from Russia toag&cfrom poverty and he would have
not move to any country in the world, whatever pheposal of the philanthropic spongor.
Garfunkel, a rich man, cultured and deeply obsdrvamigrated by his own choice,
following an ideal conceived in his teens. He wdrtebecome a farmer in the Holy Land
and the project of Baron Hirsch, in tune with thespirations, altered his destiny. This led
him to remain with his family in Colonia Mauricieif 15 years, suffering the greatest
privations, when he could have moved to BuenossAiveen he would liked it, given the
capital he had.

Thus his Memoires are not those of an immigrant wéime to Colonia Mauricio by
chance, but of someone who gave up a comfortdilkgyie to realize his aspirations, being
the testimony of a settler, but also of a critiobkerver of the project, given his genuine
interest in it.

Demetrio Aranovich was born in Taganrog, RussiaQatober 20, 1874nd died in
Buenos Aires on June 21, 1945,

Aranovich was a man of remarkable formation. He gleted his secondary education

at the Gymnasium of the city of Nikolayev, whichegidence of outstanding academic

2 D. Aranovich, p. 29.

3A clear example is provided by the case of the Rstam who isolated in Constantinople, after havived
unsuccessfully to enter Palestine, survive in dlgewerty and gratefully accepted the opporturstgmigrate
to Argentina and be colonized by the J.C.A., inghme way they would have accepted any other atfeen
E. Zablotsky, December 2011.



conditions, given the limited quota for Jewish sk existing under the constraints
imposed by the government of the Czar.

In 1896 he was hired by the J.C.A., traveling tgéatina and settled in Villaguay,
Entre Rios, taking charge of the secretary of ttheiaistration of Colonia Clara. Before
long he moved to Buenos Aires, enrolling in theUufgoof Medicine.

In 1903 he obtains the degree of Doctor in Medicbezoming the first Jewish doctor
in Argentina.

In 1904 the J.C.A. hired him again, this time toeofor one year the health needs of
Colonia Mauricio, settling at the end of his cootran Carlos Casares where he would
practice his profession until November 1916, whennioved to Buenos Aires. Over the
next 30 years he practiced in the Hospital Isradlitra, becoming its President.

The personal characteristics of Aranovich, thet filswish doctor graduated from the
University of Buenos Aires in 1903 and a membethef Socialist Party; the fact that he
was hired by the J.C.A. to meet the health need3otdnia Mauricio in 1904, he practiced
in Carlos Casares between 1905 and 1916 and heavmeminent leader of the local
Jewish community; the methodology of his work, séaded statistical report which helps
us to understand the economy of the colony; theecoporaneity of his study to the facts,
since it was published in 1932; and the fact thabvered the period of disintegration of
the colony, not included in the memories of Garingiven his settling in Buenos Aires in
1906, makes the analysis of his review the pedentplement to the study of the memories
of Boris Garfunkel.

The organization of the paper is as follows. In tiext section we will study the
position of Baron de Hirsch on philanthropy, esegd understand many of the events of
everyday life in Colonia Mauricio. Section Ill witeport the background of the project.
Why Russian Jews arrived in the late nineteentlucgiio settle in Mauricio, in the distant
and unknown Pampa Argentina? The following sectpyasents our analysis of the
memories of Boris Garfunkel, we will begin to restmct the history of the colony and
identify a potential trigger of its disintegratioim Section V we will study the historical
review of Demetrio Aranovich, we will continue oteconstruction of the history of the
Colony, we will cross check many of the statemexisressed by Garfunkel and we will

identify the main reason, in the author’s pointvagw, of the disintegration of Mauricio.



Close the paper a brief section in which we wildlerate the four hypothesis proposed by
Aranovich as responsible for the dissolution of @@ony, which we will collate with the

vision of Garfunkel on this event.

[I. THE POSITION OF THE BARON DE HIRSCH ON PHILANT HROPY

Baron Maurice de Hirsch was born into a wealthystacratic family in Munich on
December 19, 1831.He was a dynamic personality. Concessions gratigdthe
governments of Austria, Russia and Turkey for thiéding of railroads provided him with
the opportunity to display his financial and orgational skills, and he dedicated 25 years
to the gigantic undertaking that was to enable foifuild up an immense fortune. Its exact
size is unknown. S. Adler-Rudel (1963) estimatasfhitune at between 14 and 30 million
pounds sterling.It is clear that the magnitude of his wealth pded him with a privileged
position among the most powerful and influentialliomaires of his age.

Having built up such a fortune, increasing it foe tmere pleasure of doing so lost its
attraction to him, and he needed to channel hisggna a different direction, a possibility
that was provided to him by large-scale philantlgrapt through the dispensing of charity
but by generating a genuine philanthropic undenigklin this enterprise he was as tough
and stubborn as he had been in his business dealing

In 1887, shortly after the death of his only soagien, Hirsch decided to retire from
business altogether, dedicating the rest of his #d his philanthropic activities; this
devotion is evident from his reply to a letter ohdolence on the death of Lucien, when he
wrote“My son | have lost, but not my heir; humanity ig heir.” ©

Hirsch’s vision of philanthropy is on record fromvede range of sources. For
example, the day after he died, the Neues Wiengeflatt, a morning paper in Vienna,
published the following obituary:

“His philanthropy was not important so much becawo$ets amounts, but because of the
practical approach: economic rehabilitation”

4 S. Adler-Rudel, 1963, secs. 2-4, presents a aecyrate biography.

®> Exchange rates used were: 5 Swiss francs, 189@atldr, 1890; 1 pound sterling, 1890 = 1 dolla89Q;
1,25 rublos, 1890 = 1 dollar, 1890. One dollar, @,88djusted according to the US Consumer Pricexinde
would at 2011 be equivalent to 29.77 dollars. Ehl&zsky, 2005 and E. Zablotsky, February 2012.

®s. Adler-Rudel, 1963, p. 39.

" Neues Wiener Tageblatt, April 22, 1896 (in K. Gmatd, p. 63).
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The economic rehabilitation aim of the undertakimags stressed by S. Adler-Rudel
(1963):
“One of the few outstanding Jewish philanthropists Western Europe who were
determined to meet the needs of Eastern Jews ttoalms but with constructive plans and
substantial financial resources was a scion of Gerdewry: Baron Moritz von Hirsch®
it was also given express recognition by one oftieeficiaries, A. D. Goldhaft, a student
at the Baron de Hirsch Agricultural School at WooghN.J., USA:
“Baron de Hirsch was a person ahead of his timeagshilanthropist. In the history books
they say that most of his attempts of solving thwish problem turned out to be failures,
and that hundreds of millions of dollars was wast®dt | wonder if such things can ever
be measured. Perhaps some of the settlements ehsethup failed to have a spectacular
success, and most of them failed in time, but fayas helped by his work, as | suppose

were many others.?
This is mentioned even today on the web page od¢lésh Colonization Association:

“Hirsch was contemptuous of traditional charity witts emphasis on the distribution of
alms as a means of bringing relief. He was conwrnbat he could secure the future of the
Russian Jews by providing them with the opportutatybecome self-reliant through
productive work."°

Hirsch himself publicly stated this vision on sealesccasions. For example, in 1873
he addressed the following note to the Board ofAtiance Israélite Universelle (A.1.U.):
“During my repeated and extended visits to Turkéyave been painfully impressed by the
misery and ignorance in which the Jewish massesitivthat Empire... progress had by-
passed them, their poverty stems from lack of ddutaand only the education and
training of the young generation can remedy thisvdil situation.”*

To complete this picture, the brief paper that ehirpublished in The North American
Review, in July 1891 is highly illustrative. Thdltawing paragraph speaks for itself:
“l contend most decidedly against the old systemlfs-giving, which only makes so many

more beggars; and | consider it the greatest proble philanthropy to make human

8 S. Adler-Rudel, p. 30.

° A. D. Goldhaft, former student of the Baron desdir Agricultural School at Woodbine, N. J., USA K.
Grunwald, p. 65).

%1CA in Israel, J.C.A. Charitable Foundation.

1 N. Leven, Cinquante Ans, Vol. II. pags. 23-24KinGrunwald, p. 66).
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beings who are capable of work out of individualsowtherwise must become paupers,
and in this way to create useful members of satiéty
and it was in this vein that he undertook his ptthaopic work.

[ll. THE ANTECEDENTS OF THE PROJECT

We will devote the first part of this section tosdebe the deteriorating situation of
Jews in the Russian Empire during th& t@ntury, whose extremely poor living conditions
would lead to the intervention of Baron de Hirsch.

In March 1881 Alexander Il was assassinated andaahlder Ill, his successor, sought
to direct the anger of the population, caused leydbath of the Czar, towards the Jews,
encouraging, or at least tolerating, a series gir@os shaking the south of the Empire in
1881/82; these pogroms were the first of a serfeghgsical attacks on Jews and their
property. The so-called May or Temporary Laws, putyated in May 1882, re-established
the Pale of Settlement. Even inside the Pale, ¢laes Ivere prohibited from settling in the
outskirts of cities and towns, from acquiring landural areas, and from doing businesses
on Sundays or any other Christian feast days. Jesisling in urban regions had no
alternative but to remain there, and rural resislevere forced to move to the former. The
territory where they could legally reside was restliby 90%.

The Jewish population was frightened by violencd by the new restrictions and
started seeking the way to come out of the Rudsmpire. Thousands of people started on
their way towards the borders; emigration, whict haldly begun in the second half of the
70’s gathered strength again. Upon crossing théened®order they were in Brody, in the
Austro-Hungarian Empire, where their living conadiits were not much better; thus, they
began a steady process of spontaneous emigratieerds the USA, where the Jewish
population would double within 10 years.

When in 1888 the Czar intensified restrictions,vipmoial authorities reduced even
more the territory open to settlements, since swiiiges and towns were redefined as
rural areas and consequently, prohibited for Jelasse who had moved to these regions

after the decrees of 1882 were again forced to rext@g

12 M. de Hirsch, July 1891.



On the other hand, there were other strong restngtsuch as the numerus clausus
established in 1887, setting an admission quotdifgit schools and superior schools (for
example, in the Pale of Settlement schools accel?@tl of Jews, while outside this area,
the ratio decreased to 5%, and in Moscow and J#tersburg it was 3%), and special
limitations imposed in 1889 for admission of Jewlyers to the bar.

In 1891, those Jews who still resided in Moscow Satht Petersburg were suddenly
forced to sell the properties where they had lif@dyenerations, and to abandon the cities.
Those who were not able to sell their propertast {in most cases at prices below cost)
were taken to jail. In this way, 20,000 Jews livin Moscow were obliged to move to the
Pale of Settlement.

Confinement in the overpopulated Pale of Settlemiret absence of possibilities to
acquire lands and to carry out farming work, toeéaecess to education and to practise
certain professions, plus the strong demograpluetyr, made living conditions deteriorate
considerably, since the aforementioned factorseemed competence among small retailers
and reduced even more their already very low incdone to urbanization of the Russian
Empire during the second half of"i€ntury. The urbanization had created a huge demand
for consumer goods, replacing the individual artisavork for industrial production, and
developing railway networks. Large-scale tradepergged by industrialization, passed by
the small local traders, usually Jews due to te&iotions imposed on their exercising any
other activity. Towards the end of the 80’s, theese deterioration of living conditions
again encouraged spontaneous emigration.

In this context, Baron de Hirsch first attemptedntprove living conditions within the
Pale of Settlement, as he had done in the Neardsalsin the Austro-Hungarian Empire.
He proposed to the Czar the creation of a Fund antlendowment of US$ 10,000,000 for
the purpose of founding and operating technical agdcultural schools in the Pale of
Settlement; negotiations with the government weagied out during one year, but his
initiative was rejected unless the Fund were t@administered by the government itself, a
condition that was quite unacceptable to Hirsch.rdgealed in the following quote from
his article published in The Forum in August 18%fm that moment onward, he
considered that the only viable alternative coesisin organized emigration and

resettlement in other countries:



“The measures now being enforced against the Jewghware equivalent to their
wholesale expulsion do not appear to me to be atteay a misfortune to the Russian Jew. |
think that the worst thing that could happen tostheunfortunate people would be to
continue for an indefinite period the wretched tase which they have led up to the
present time, crowded altogether in narrow streetgrely vegetating without hope and
without future, reduced to a condition incompatilblgh the dignity of human beings. The
only means to raise their condition is to removenthfrom the soil to which they are rooted
and to transport them to other countries, whereythell enjoy the same rights as the
people among whom they live where they will ceaskeet pariahs, and become citizens.
What is going on in Russia today may be the preladeeir beneficent transformation*®

Although USA was the preferred destination for gpaorous emigration, it was not the
adequate destination for a project of such a madeitis imagined by Hirsch, and having to
seek other destinations Baron de Hirsch would bknied in favor of Argentina.

But why Argentina? To find the answer to this gigsit is necessary to go back to
October 19, 1876, when President Nicolas Avellanedacted the Immigration and
Colonization Act (Law No. 817) which was to defitee image of Argentina as a country.
Although it placed no restriction on spontaneousiigration, it provided a strong stimulus
to organized immigration; that is to say, to immaigsn promoted by the Argentine
government.

The Act was not to have an immediate effect. The feears following its enactment
were of great importance for Argentina. The Contudsthe Desert, which took place
between 1878 and 1879, placed vast areas undeffdative control of the Republic, and
the federalization of Buenos Aires set the sealhenprocess of national organization. On
October 12, 1880, when Julio Argentino Roca becBresident, Argentina was unified and
Roca had at his disposal enormous extensions givierritory, ideally suited to the start
of the active policy for population and colonizatithat had been outlined during the
presidency of Avellaneda.

The timing could not have been better, as new@fpbgroms of May 1881 spread
across Europe, reaching to the representativeeoAthentine Department of Immigration

in Paris, Carlos Calvo, who immediately got in towgth his important connections in St.

3 M. de Hirsch, August 1891, in S. Joseph, p. 10.
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Petersburg to ensure that some of the Jews anioamigrate could be guided towards
Argentina. This initiative was backed by the Rocweynment, which issued a decree on
August 6, 1881 naming José Maria Bustos honoramgntagn Europe, with special
responsibility for directing towards Argentina thsraelite emigration originating in
Imperial Russia.

Bustos was to last only one year in his job. Thet fattempt to take large numbers of
Jewish immigrants to Argentina failed, but it was Have a long-term impact through
occasional articles published in the Jewish predsurope, by means of which Argentina
began to become known in communities in Russia asumtry with potential for the
settlement of Jews. This process was to culminigiet gears later, on August 14, 1889,
with the arrival in Buenos Aires of the S.S. Wesehich carried among its 1,200
passengers 820 Russian Jews, equivalent to halethish population in Argentina.

The history of this group had begun in 1887 at &ting held in Katowice (Silesia,
Poland) by delegates of the Jewish communitiesadoRa and Bessarabia, where the
conditions of life were extremely severe; at thaetmg it was decided that emigration was
the only solution, and a delegate was sent to Rariseek the support of Baron de
Rothschild for emigration to Palestine. These niagjons failed, but whilst he was in Paris,
the delegate, Eliezer Kauffman, learnt by chancéhefexistence in the city of an office
promoting immigration to Argentina, a country abuaiitich he knew very little, and which
had not even been considered at the Katowice camfer At that office, Kauffman was
informed by J. B. Frank, the government agent iargh, that a gentleman by the name of
Rafael Herndndez was interested in selling lanBumpean immigrants; the land was in
Nueva Plata, Province of Buenos Aires, close toctheof La Plata. The transaction was
completed, and thus the 120 families that Kauffmiapresented began their trip to
Argentina.

They had barely disembarked when they learnt tiatdnd they had purchased was
no longer available. During the lengthy trip, lagmdces had more than doubled, so it did
not suit Hernandez to hand over the land on whideosit had been paid, and he simply
failed to fulfill his side of the contract. The fabof the incipient Jewish community in

Buenos Aires, Henry Joseph, put them in touch ®Rélro Palacios, the owner of extensive

10



tracts of land in the Province of Santa Fe. Theppsal was accepted, contracts were
exchanged, and a few days later they traveledatioaitea.

Their first impressions were bleak indeed. The f@siwere lodged in freight trucks
in a railway shed by the side of the railway liieey waited fruitlessly to be transferred to
their fields, and to be provided with farm animafsd implements, as had been agreed in
the contract. It is reported that the workers oa thilroad distributed food among the
hungry children; sadly, a typhoid epidemic, sprbadause of the lack of hygiene, ended
the lives of 60 of them.

News of this misery reached the national authaitiwho ordered the General
Commissioner for Immigration to discover the reasdar the difficult situation the
immigrants were in. At this stage Wilhelm Loewentha Romanian doctor who had
graduated from the University of Berlin, specialgiin bacteriology, appeared on the
scene. He had been hired in Paris by the Argemovernment for a scientific mission.
Before he left Paris, the A.I.U. requested himnteiivene on behalf of the immigrants from
the Weser.

Loewenthal visited Palacios Station, confirmedtisery in which the colonists were
living, and their desire to become farmers, desthitdr numerous adversities, and in a
report to the Foreign Minister, Estanislao Zeballos dedicated a chapter to the so-called
affaire of the Russian immigrants, repeating thatthad been at Palacios Station for six
weeks, often with no more to eat that a portiorbiscuit each for 48 hours at a time.
Loewenthal also met with Palacios to demand thaiomeply with his obligations.

Back in Paris, Loewenthal detailed in writing toi€ffRabbi Zadoc Kahn a project for
agricultural colonization by Jewish families in &Argina, which was to benefit in the first
place the Palacios colonists,

“The project furthermore proposes that assistare@érsecuted Jews should not be in the
nature of a charitable gift, and that it would beosh constructive if they were to be
provided with the possibility of dedicating themssl to farming, founding agricultural
colonies to that end.**

Loewenthal considered that ideally 50,000,000 fsastwould be made available to be

able to settle 5,000 families in the short term.v#es aware that two years earlier, Baron de

1. Schallman, 1971 (i), p. 26.
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Hirsch had attempted to invest precisely that arhaurthe setting up of technical and
agricultural schools in the Pale of Settlement, d@herefore thought of Hirsch as a
candidate to finance the project. Hirsch learnthef plans through the A.l.U. and gave the
project his approval in January 1890,

“The constructive nature of the project for assigia to the Russian Jews coincided
precisely with Hirsch’s own point of view on therispf philanthropy in general, which is
contrary to the old system of charity, which onlgeeeded in forming more beggar$™

Hirsch decide on a vast undertaking to establisiel@olonies in Argentina, and as a
first step in that direction, sent out a commissioede up by Loewenthal and two experts
in emigration and colonization problems, C. N. €nJl a British engineer, and Colonel
Vanvinckeroy, a Belgian, to make studies of thd aoid other aspects essential to the
success of the project. In March 1891 the Commissent Hirsch a favorable evaluation,
having in addition obtained the approval of the éjne government. Argentina was
considered as a country suitable for the coloropmatiroject because of its size, small
population, ease of cultivation even for the mastxperienced of colonists, its liberal
political regime, and the advantages offered bydbentry’s laws to immigrants seeking
agricultural work.

Mass emigration such as that proposed requireddleetion of the immigrants, their
transportation to Argentina, and the opening of iadtrative offices at destination to
receive them and settle them in their new homescdmy out these tasks the Jewish
Colonization Association (J.C.A.) was set up. pheposes of the Association, as stated by
Hirsch himself, were:

“To assist and promote the emigration of Jews frany part of Europe or Asia -and
principally from countries in which they may foethime being be subjected to any special
taxes or political or other disabilities- to any & of the world, and to form and establish
colonies in various parts of North and South Ameeaad other countries, for agricultural,
commercial and other purposes?

5. Schallman, 1971 (i), p. 27.
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IV. THE MEMORIES OF BORIS GARFUNKEL

In this section we will allow Boris Garfunkel toliteis by himself different events
related to his life in Colonia Mauricio. We will @ to reconstruct the history of the
colony and we will identify a potential trigger iw$ disintegration. To this end we will use
the following timeline:

* The birth of Colonia Mauricio (1891-1893)

* The maturity of Colonia Mauricio (1894-1905)

» The beginning of the disintegration of Colonia Maiar (1906)

The Birth of Colonia Mauricio (1891-1893)

Boris Garfunkel left Kamenetz, Podolia, on July1891, traveling in a carriage to
Czernovitz, just crossing the Russian-Austrian bgrthence he traveled by train to Berlin
and then to Hamburg, where he would embark to AmganIn Berlin and later in
Hamburg, he came into contact with those who wdngdis traveling companions for the
next 15 years: young adults, for 25 to 35 yearsamid extremely poor, in their the vast
majority.

On August 2, Garfunkel embarked on the Petropoith wther 236 immigrants. The
single class ship was built especially to drive igmants to South American countries. On
September 4 the ship landed in Buenos Aires. Thegrmaers were driven by employees of
the J.C.A. to the Hotel de Inmigrantes. A weekrldateey were transported by train to
Carlos Casares, where they were greeted by a natieeguided them to a warehouse of
zinc, located 200 meters from the station, whergvbeld spend the night on two rows of
straw and hay covered with tarps and bags. On thming of September 11, after a
journey of two hours in several two-wheeled camiga by six horses, the contingent
arrived at a place called Algarrobos where, in ohthe highest places of the area, it had
been installed the Administration of the future @o& Mauricio.

They were 5 km away of their final destination. faakel mentions the unfounded
expectation that flourished in the minds of theleeg, that they were on their way to their
own fields, since they had no opposite informatabout it. Finally, upon their arrival they
found no homes as such, but three rows of indepertdats linked by common walls of

canvas. Ten meters away there were another sdriggsee rows of rectangular marked

16 Jewish Encyclopedia, 1901-1906.
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lands, of four meters by eight, where the newcomease to build their tents by
themselves.

The immigrants were greeted by several people efitet group settled in Mauricio,
who had arrived one month earlier on the steam dy@k dinner time the Garfunkel
family was invited by the Polak family, neighborstbe camp. The talk described in the
memories is a clear picture of the frustrationhaf immigrants who arrived that morning to
Colonia Mauricio and the resignation of those wived in the colony for a month. Polak
describes the harsh initial conditions faced byitheigrants who arrived a month before,
the open field that they found, the need to builéirt own tents, the food, consisting of
meat in abundance but lacking of milk for the cteld and the use of dry cow dung given
the lack of fuel wood. The birth of Colonia Maudgciat the light of the memories of Boris
Garfunkel, could not have been more precariousrapdovised.

For the rest of 1891 it is possible to rescue thepisodes of interest, all of them

associated with the discomfort that had developgd/den the settlers to continue living in
the tent camp waiting for the allocation of thedanSuch episodes highlight the strict non-
welfarism of the imigration project, the chronicagreements between the inmigrants and
the Administrators of the colony, often motivateg their ineptitude or even their
corruption, the precariousness of the life in tlodbocy during its early stages, and how
complicated was the start of the colonization mjgiven the untimely arrival of the
beneficiaries when there were not even given theditions for their reception, and the
J.C.A. was not properly organized in Argentinathe first episode, Garfunkel explicitly
mention the discomfort:
“Time went on his way. The days were going andwneertainty grew. The progressive
discontent was aggravated by the idleness and shiareat unearned bread. Well, that's
what we thought. Eventually we had to know thaty¢kiag given to us was bore in mind,
every cent. The J.C.A. considers all these as phthe loan provided for our support
during our first year in the colony.’

The second episode describes probably the finstaofy revolts that were to succeed in
the colony, with the participation of immigrants evinad traveled alone to Argentina,

leaving their families in Europe to move them latnce their forced inactivity made them

17 B. Garfunkel, 1960, p. 198.
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impossible to send money for their livelihood, Beyt asked the Administrator for any type
of work.

The Administrator with the help of a police officeonvinced the revolutionaries (a
term used by Garfunkéfthat he should seek instructions from the Direcfothe J.C.A.
in Buenos Aires. A few days later arrived to Algdros a cart full of shovels. The
immigrants, whose families remained in Russia, Waliy and smooth a road leading from
the Administration to the main road leading to GarCasares. It would be charged two
dollars a day. For this, the Administrator appaihtemong the J.C.A. employees,
supervisors, who allocated the tasks and wouldy#reir compliance. Of course, it would
be inequities in the distribution of the jobs, mothout settlers bribing foremen to receive
wages without working or supervisors that seek dudbes, hurting other settlers in whose
notebooks were not written down all their workiraysd.

On the evening of December 26 it happened the thirthe episodes that seems
interesting to note. A strong storm hit the areanpletely destroying the camp, claiming
the life of a settler's wife and of the young sdnaoother, and causing mass casualties,
which would generate the second revolt againsthrainistration.

Thus came the month of January, although theresaae improvement in the quality
of life of the immigrants with respect to the fitbiree months in the colony, there was a
growing discontent because of the continued indgtand the lack of signs of an early
distribution of the land.

By then Loewenthal try to replace the Administrat®Buerbel, but given his resistance
he would not have the necessary determinationry daout. After confirmation, Guerbel
became more accessible and provided an explanaitiwhy the colonists had not yet been
allocated to their land. The fields were occupiethen Loewenthal completed the
acquisition of the land (August, 1891, contempooarséy with the arrival to Buenos Aires
of the first contingent of prospective colonistspme of the previous owners had their
lands leased, so the J.C.A. had to wait until dasérs raise their latest vintages (probably

during the summer of 1892), to measure and fra¢hieriands.

8 All remarks between parentheses have been wiityens. They are intended to provide the reader with
relevant information for a better understandinghef text.
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Guerbel would be removed from office by Colonel é&ib Godschmid, the new
Director of the J.C.A. in Argentina a few monthseta His visit to the colony would
become the main event of 1892.

On the morning of May 12, Colonel Goldschmid ardivi® Algarrobos with the
mandate of Baron de Hisch to bring order to th@mpl This decision was clear from his
first speech, forceful plea for the non-welfarismncept imbued in the philanthropy of
Hirsch. In the speech he promised his supportHfersettlers but he also warned them that
he was willing to disarm the colony should not sham iron will to work:

“l know all about your desires and your sorrows. &dh left the Baron, he asked me to tell
you that he puts at your disposal all the necessaoyey, but added that if | shall find in
the colony people who do not show willingness tokwbwill have to undo all without
mercy.”

Loud applause approved the speech, but after arfiemrtes some groups of colonists
began to gather outside the gates of the Admitistrduilding expressing their demands
loudly. The vigorous reaction of Goldschmid did tetkte long:

“I demand of you composure and respect. It is es@lethat you be disciplined. The rush,
which do not conform to the expected logic of estalt, the impatient and the rebels have
to leave. | am but the faithful servant of the Barewho sent me here to clean the house and
put some order in it. | will fulfill my mission &dl loyalty, but those who disagree with the
order and discipline that must prevail in every damganization are undesirable elements
and should be radiated. The disgruntled may adtetecfor anywhere in the world other
than Russia and they will receive them for freet them go and the sooner the better!
People who demonstrate excessive impatience anthidea to leave, but to the others, who
have sufficient moral energy to take those troulldh faith of fate, | say: In a very short
time the tents will be dismantled and the settigtsbe established in suitable housing on
their own farms. It will be abolished the notebdblat records the products that each
family gets from the store and this in turn will lguidated. Instead of the notebooks we

will give you cash loans and you can freely buy teb@r you like. The money to be

19B. Garfunkel, p. 241-242.
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distributed monthly to each household will vary @cting to the number of dependents. Of
yourself, my dear fellows, your ultimate fate deper’

The speech implied the virtual reorganization @& tolony: the possibility that leave
the colony those who wished, the beginning of tiribution of the lands and the
consequent end of the inactivity, and the elimoratias often requested by the settlers, of
the annotations in their notebooks of the goodghbat the store of the J.C.A.

Those immigrants eager to leave the colony wouldlie to do so, opening one hour
after the speech ended, a record for that purpéiseut 300 immigrants, of the 2,500
settlers of Mauricio were recorded in it, gettimgef tickets to Buenos Aires by train and
from there to the country they wanted by boat, pkdeussia (which was forbidden, as
Hirsch had negotiated with the Tsar’'s governmeatglérmission for the emigration of the
Jews on the condition that they would never return)

Moreover, some undesirable elements had to beequbstly expelled, as the offices
of the Agency for Jewish Emigrants had been norgétection among the candidates who
applied to emigrate. This would be in effect mid938 The decision of the Colonel
Goldschmid to expel from their farms the settledsowprove negligence or inability to
agriculture could be inferred from his speech, aiswelear he was willing to act with all the
energy that was necessary to order the colony.

The episode was not for free and would have segRelgional inspectors, qualified by
Garfunkel as real spies, had the mission to infdrenAdministration about the conduct of
the colonists. Obviously, these reports were stibeand sensitive to the will of the
inspectors, for which, besides being driven outesmédble elements were committed
injustices. Beyond all the excesses, the colonychesned.

Let us return to May 1892, two weeks after the diepa of Colonel Goldschmid. Mr.
Wulf, the new Administrator, began to draw the lgnelach 80 to 100 hectares. Mr. Wulf
gave each family a hand plow, a harrow, a showelr bxen, a cow with a calf, four
horses, and wheat seeds for the sowing of 1892.

The colony has been consolidated. It has spentupudér a year since her traumatic
birth. The introduction of cash grants, the abafighof the settlers notebooks, and the

closing of the J.C.A. store, would give the immigsaa sense of freedom that they never

2 B. Garfunkel, p. 244.
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have enjoyed before, but they also imply a respmlitgithat the colonists do not know. Of

themselves would depend from now on the use theytgitheir money.

The Maturity of Colonia Mauricio (1894-1905)

In December of 1893 representative members of tileng began to interact to
organize the communitarian life; it is clear thia¢ tdegree of development of the colony
allowed them to do so.

During the first years of the colony, when the igrants lived in the campings of
carps, a slaughterer concurred three times per tweesdcrifice cows property of the J.C.A.;
the meat, extremely cheap, was distributed betwle®igolonists and its cost loaded in their
notebooks. In the middle of 1892 the J.C.A. suspdrtie distribution of meat, given the
new policy of subsidies in cash. The Administratimgan to sell the meat to a butcher in
Algarrobos and to another one in Alice, who exgrtmonopoly power increased its price
in a 150%. For worse, the colonists had to go tolibtcher’'s shops, which sometimes
implied long-hauls from their farms. It took thel@maists a pair of years to decide the hiring
of two wagons so that they acquired the meat aag threctly sold it to the colonists in
their respective farms.

A second episode of the year 1893 that seems stitggeto highlight happened in the
first days of December, when Garfunkel and fiveghbors acquired to the J.C.A. a
harvester, which would be used communitarianly.sTiaict demonstrates a remarkable
growth of the colonists, it is the first investmémia capital asset to the aims of being more
efficient in their work.

During 1895 it would take place the event of theatest relevance of this period: the
signature of the contracts by the possession dftis. Before studying it in detail we will
focus our attention on an episode of the same thedirwill allow us to construct a better
image of the geography of Colonia Mauricio and imigression of Garfunkel on the
education in the colony, which, although it is wated, it is clear that he talks about the
first years of life of the colony.

Garfunkel tells us that the harvest of wheat whiehmade by the end of 1893 had a
poor yield; he mentions two elements on his defetisefact that his lands in Algarrobos
(where there is the lagoon of the same name) weveahd subject to flooding and the

unfavorable climatic conditions. Since the situatdid not improve with the harvests of
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corn nor of wheat of 1894, in January of 1895 hediml to change the ranch in search of
higher lands in Alice, where there were a good nemdj vacated farms. This operation

was allowed, adjusting, of course, the price ofldral in the debt of the colonist with the

J.CA.

“This extension of land was indeed the one thah wie running of the time would be the
more populated part of the colony. It was the grofiphe so called 15 farms; their sizes
were 210 hectares each one. | had to sign a wrigtemise to pay by the new land a price
that double the previous oné®*

Now let us see the beginnings of the educatiorhéndoblony, central element of any
philantropic project carried out by Baron de Hirsthe opinion of Garfunkel is forceful:
“To the Administration of the J.C.A. few things aaot be censured, but at the same time
they do not lack some reasons for praise. Betweesetlast ones it is without a doubt the
way in which the education of the children of thionists was managed .

The colony had two schools, located a pair of kivens of Algarrobos and Alice,
respectively; they were far away of most of theugo of farms (even 15 km), thus the
children had to make long walks or they have tdogdorse. It was offered Judaica and
general education according to the official programthe schools of the Province of
Buenos Aires. Maths, language, Argentine histoy geography, were dictated by sefaradi
teachers who had finished their studies in normhbsls of Turkey and the Middle East,
operated by the A.LU.. These teachers, beyondnbathe necessary pedagogical
knowledge, talks spanish fluently but also theyldaommunicate in idish, indispensable
requirement to educate the children of the colahet did not speak spanish.

At the beginning of 1895, after three years andil ¢f the birth of the colony, the

J.C.A. presented to the colonists the contractgheir lands. The original terms were the
following ones:
“It was specified, in effect, that the maturitytbe contract would be of 12 years, and the
value of the land would have jointly to be paidthe course of that term with an annual
interest of 5%, like thus also any loan in monegchmery or species that the J.C.A. had
granted to the colonists. The harvest that he wooltdain every year would have

completely to be deposited in the sheds of theAJ.i@. Carlos Casares or in any other

2L B. Garfunkel, p. 268.
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place that the local Administration indicated; sudeposit already had taken place from
the beginning. Of the value of the sale of the alera part would be assigned to the
Administration that corresponded to the amortizadoauity of the debt of the colonist plus
the interest of 5%, but if the product of such selas inferior to the annuity, the
Administration could pospone for the following yehe payment of this last one. In any
way, the total amount of the price of the land ghesinterests had to be satisfied at the end
of the contract, during whose course, on the otiemnd, the colonist could not leave his
farm nor make it work by others. At any time soméd:be evicted without indemnification
if, in opinion of the Administration, they missfgay some annuity by carelessness and
laziness in the agricultural tasks®®

The colonos refused to sign the contracts, likes¢hof the rest of the colonies. The
Direction of the J.C.A. required that each coloeptswo delegates to Buenos Aires, with
the purpose of meeting the Directors.

The delegates exposed their points of view on timdlicting clauses: the impossibility
to leave the fields or to make them work by oth#rat were not members of their families,
and the lack of indemnification for the cases ofcgwn. The answer of Cazes was
reasonable:

“He said that the J.C.A. had to make sure at akteathat the postulates of the company
initiated by Baron Hirsch were fully fulfilled. iwvas necessary to dissuade the colonists,
from the beginning, of all intention to take comallg advantage, in the short term, of the
doubtless progressive valuation of the land&'”

The delegates were in agreement with this argunbemmthey distrusted the power that
the contracts granted to the Administrators, whoalty could throw the colonists of their
lands to their single will, since history demontchthe dishonesty of many of them. In
addition, they raised that:

“The distrust of the J.C.A. by the possible disiias of the lands by the colonists could
be, at the end, more detrimental than beneficialces nobody works with happiness when

he has been crushed by obligatory exigencies imétt tis freedom to think and to act®

2B, Garfunkel, p. 275.
23 B. Garfunkel, p. 281.
4 B. Garfunkel, p. 283.
% B. Garfunkel, p. 283.
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This quotation has great significance; immigranibo three years and a half ago
everything that they wished was to leave Russigralthey lived in the greatest of the
miseries, argued with the Directors of the J.C.Atheir freedom to think and to act. The
colonization advances, is clear that the immigraotginue growing.

Three days after their leave the delegates retuimédiauricio; it was decided to send
a letter to Baron Hirsch, being solicited the refasf the contracts. Although they did not
receive an answer, the contracts were modifiecenehkihg the term of the quotas to 20
years. The new contracts did not satisfy the demaithe colonists but they improved the
original conditions; this stimulated them to signern, regularizing, after a long way, their
legal situation.

Meanwhile the colony continued evolving; some cdtmof several groups jointly
rented threshing machines, alternating themselvés use; a colonist chosen between the
involved ones fulfilled the overseer roll and oelbithe work.

Lets go to year 1896, dominated by the episodéefdeath of Baron de Hirsch. The
sensation of gratitude of the colonos towards Hirsibeyond the mix-ups with the
Administrators and still with the Directors of theC.A., was attested by Garfunkel:

“We were like orphans abandoned in the solitudet &wen when this graphically testifiee
what we felt at those moments, there was an uniii@@son of the magnitude of the work
that had carried out the man whose loss we criedl ®would be demonstrated obviously
in the subsequent years. It is that a project @teay of organization is good and feasible
when, disappeared of the scene his creator, itastinued without difficulties by his
successors. In our case, after the death of BamHlidsch the direction of his work of root
of Jewish blood in the feracious Argentine plainsid be transmitted without shocks and
interruptions  to his successors, who were choserthe way that he himself had
indicated.”?®

From 1897 to the birth of the new century we fouwd ilustrative episodes of the
evolution of the colony: the acquisition of milk ks, extending the activities of the
colonists, and the beginning of cattle operatiaingrsifying, still more, their activities.

The dairy arrived at the colony in 1898, when sameigrants acquired milk cows to

the Administration. The cows produced up to teerditof milk daily, which the colonists

% B. Garfunkel, p. 313.
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sold to one cremeria that a private company hadlied in Mauricio, being sent the cream
to an establishment in Carlos Casares where therlwias made.

On the other hand, the cattle ranch arrived attheny around 1900. By the way, the
contracts did not mention this type of activitytlsince they did not prohibit it either, the
J.C.A. was not against its. The colonists acquiads and bulls, in the suitable proportion
and also young cows for their fattening. It coudvion a worthy sum in each animal, at a
time at which the casualties inflicted by the badrviests required some type of
compensation. The cattle ranch brought the negessjiay attention to the alfalfa, since it
constituted an essential input.

It is clear that at the beginning of the™e@entury the situation in Colonia Mauricio
had improved considerably, nothing had in commoth what open terrain at which the
immigrants had arrived near 10 years before. Thengis had become accustomed to the
tasks of the farming, they had diversified theitivaiies and there did not exist greater
problems in their future.

Two episodes which happened in the first yeardhefrtew century will endorse this
conclusion: the extension of the colony and onstfated purchase of lands in the Province
of La Pampa.

In 1902 the J.C.A. acquired a land of 9,914 hestdenominated Santo Tomas, with
the purpose of being used like a reserve for tharduinstallation of the sons of the
colonists. The division was made at the rate of A&€ares the farm, planning their sales
by means of mortgages to the habitual term of 20syeThey were alfalfados, ideal for the
cattle ranch and more expensive than the locatedlgarrobos or in Alice, but the
investment was attractive for families who wishedttthe new generation followed the
steps of their parents. This purchase was carryethd requests of colonists from several
years ago, worried about the future of their sansesit was not profitable that several of
them jointly operated the family land.

Around 1905 we found the second of the episodescolnizing company was
arranged to sell, in quotas to 20 years, an impbeatension in La Pampa, near General
Acha. It required a 10% for sign, which was advanbg 28 colonists that decided to
participate in the operation. The operation woutdsh of the worst way, since the sale

were fraudulent and they lost the sign.
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The magnitude of the frustrated operation providew evidence about the economic
well-being of the colonists. Their motivation was)ce again, to assure the future of the
following generations. The colonists had reacheidr tedemption. Only a memory was left
of the misery and oppression in which they vegédtatetheir native Russia, before being
rescued by the project of Baron de Hirch; for tregison, they could already dedicate to

think about the future of their children.

The Beginning of the Disintegration of Colonia Mauicio (1906)

We have chosen 1906 to locate in the line of tmeetithe beginning of the
disintegration of Mauricio not because in this ykave taken place particular conditions,
but because in 1906 Boris Garfunkel begins the gg@®f his moving to Buenos Aires,
which would culminate in 1908 with the transferatifhis family. The result of his dispute
with the J.C.A. in order to be allowed to leave ttwdony, since the contracts tied the
immigrants to their lands during 20 years, wouldabigigger for other colonists to do the
same. It is clear that this fact is not the cauk¢he disintegration of the colony but
demonstrates that there were given the conditioribat it happened:

“When my family came to Buenos Aires, the J.C.Aateled me the fulfillment of the
contract, that is to say, that they did not allow to make abandonment of the colony. The
J.C.A. based their pretension in the abandonmenthef field on the part of settler,
although | had solved not to sell the land, buteat it... According to the interpretation
that the J.C.A. gave the contracts that there veeigcripted in its opportunity, the colonist
and their children were virtually enslaved to taad and could not leave it of any way. To
my repeated protests it was answered that doingxa@eption with me would be equivalent
to seat a dangerous precedent, for the possilitiat an exodus in mass of the colonists
would take place towards the city. It was allegkdttthe contract established that the
colonists had to personally work the land and, &fiere, as much the sale as the renting
meant a violation of the stipulated*

Garfunkel decided to take the case to justice,itbaras not finally necessary because
the J.C.A. retired their demands allowing him tketaoot in Buenos Aires. Two relevant

remarks; Garfunkel relates that when he decidditigate to the J.C.A.:

" B. Garfunkel, p. 381.
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“A student of law, near his graduation, Isaac Nizsehn (son of colonists of Mauricio),
aware the details of the subject, gentily offerési dervices to me for the case that other
colonists, in the same conditions than me, werél@ddo leave the colony?®

Garfunkel also adds, with real sadness, that:
“But the sad thing of the case, | fulfill an obligan of conscience in saying it, is that many
colonists took advantage of the antecedent to naskevell abandonment of the colony,
although the reasons that determined them to miakiedecision, in the great majority of
the cases were not the same than nfihie hurt to me deeply that it happened and gave the
reason to the J.C.A., as far as the fear that niijude seated a bad precedent®

For that reason, it seems to us adequate to prdp@sepisode as the trigger of the

disintegration of Colonia Mauricio.

V. THE HISTORICAL REVIEW OF DEMETRIO ARANOVICH

Colonia Mauricio settled down in 1891 on the fiestds acquired by the J.C.A. in our
country and, by far, the most fertile. Somethingrenthan one decade later the Official
Memory of the J.C.A. described it as the most peosps of the colonies. Nevertheless, for
1930 Mauricio was nothing more than a memory. WHaadpened during those 40 years?
How those immigrants who arrived at Argentina i®18nanaged to obtain the property of
their lands? Why the colony was disintegrated?

In order to answer these questions, Aranovich makdsstorical review of the colony
from its creation, in 1891, to its virtual disintagon, in 1930. The review is based, mainly,
in official publications of the J.C.A. (Yearbookadalnforms); with the exception of the
first years of the colonization for which his soei@f information was Zoilo Kohan, one of
the first employees of the J.C.A.

The fact that Aranovich, unlike Garfunkel, has been a colonist eliminates certain
necessary subjectivity in the analysis of the fattshis work he displays numerous
statistics and very few opinions on events of thdydife. On the other hand, given his

8B, Garfunkel, p. 383.

% He had three motivations: the future of their dieh, fatigue against the injustices of the J.C.A.
administrators and the feeling of having acomplishes ideal. Moreover, Garfunkel never sold hisdtati

felt deep gratitude for the country, to the pohmttl promised myself not to sell it during my lif@hatever

the circumstances or the pressures. So much sorgbattly (around 1959) | have rejected a succulent
proposal, even when it gives me a negligible incorfi2 Garfunkel, p. 385)
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residence in the colony during 1904, and in Ca@asares between 1905 and 1916, it is
clear that he had the opportunity to interrelatihwid colonists.

His work complements the memories of Garfunkel, vty by his approach to the
subject, much more analytical and objective, bgb dbecause he centers his attention,
fundamentally, in the period of the disintegratiohthe colony. On the other hand, its
entailment with the Socialist Party eliminates tigk that, because of having arrived to
Argentina hired by the J.C.A. and having exerting frofession in Mauricio contracted
again by the J.C.A., their analysis was slantddwor of this organization.

We will divide the chapter in two sections:

» The birth, establishment and maturation of Ca@dviauricio (1891-1898).

» The apogee and the disintegration of the colad®9-1930).

We will describe the facts from the optics of Araioh, and we will evaluate the

exactitude of such corroborating them with the meesoof Boris Garfunkel.

The Birth, Establishment and Maturation of Colonia Mauricio (1891-1899)

Demetrio Aranovich relates that the news on thgeptoof Baron de Hirsch had
quickly scattered in the Jewish villages of the wasd the south of Russia. The local
committees of the ports of embarkation to Argentillee Hamburg and others, were
themselves finessed by an extraordinary flow of igramts.

Nothing had been still organized to receive thespeative colonists (not even the land
where they would be colonized had still been bougtavertheless, the committees had to
embark the immigrants to Buenos Aires because #@n@n authorities threatened their
repatriation if they did not follow their way. THiest contingent arrived to Buenos Aires in
August of 1891, they would be colonized in Colokiauricio.

On August 25, Dr. Loewenthal, the representativBarfon de Hirsch, concluded the
acquisition of the first property in the ArgentiRepublic of the J.C.A24,889 hectares
in the plain pampa of the province of Buenos Aisesjen hours from the city of Buenos
Aires by the line of the Railroad of the West, e tistance of three leguas of station

Carlos Casares, in that solitary time, surroundeg \orgin fields covered with strong

%0'B. Garfunkel, p. 384.
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grass. The property, located in a place known agakbbos, was acquired to Romulo
Franco, including the cows and horses that livéhia property.”3*

On September 4 around 300 families of immigrantk tie railroad in Buenos Aires
in direction to Carlos Casares, arriving in theeafoon. Algarrobos (where the
Administration of the colony was settled) was 15 k@m the station. Given the little
amount of carts, the men had to make the trip at, farriving late at the night, after
supporting a storm.

The women, the children, as well as some few mesxtstEme weakness, were lodged
in a shed of about 20 meters in length by 10 ofewitie rest of the men slept in an open
area. Aranovich states thdifhe preparations that had been made to receiveragh
people were very deficient: when arriving they weithout ceiling and food.*?

The life of the colonists during the first weekaswery precarious, until the direction
of the J.C.A. in Buenos Aires sent carps for tHedging and installed in the shed of
Algarrobos a deposit of provisions to distributéween the immigrants; writing down the
consumptions of each family in their respectiveebobks.

The picture that provides Aranovich of this periotally agrees with the description
that Boris Garfunkel makes his the optics of a o@b The hard cakes as the only food
when arriving to the station of Carlos Casares/dldging in the shed and the construction
of the camping of carps, are described in detaiisbrmemories® Garfunkel also relates, in
numerous opportunities, the unscrupulous behavigswerber, the first Administrator of
the colony, and the frequent misconduct of the eye#s of the J.C.A!

Aranovich continues describing the first timeslod tolony on the basis of the report
on Mauricio presented by David Cazes, ex-directothe J.C.A. in Argentina, to the
Council of Administration in Paris in 1907, reptrat he will use frequently throughout his
review. He tells us that the future colonists livedhe camping of carps during months, in
some cases until a year, in the greatest inactiwithout making any productive activity.
This fact is authenticated by Garfunkel.

31D, Aranovich, p. 1.

%2 D. Aranovich, p. 3.

% B. Garfunkel, p. 184-192.

3 Examples of it can be found in B. Garfunkel, p82®0.
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Why the colonists were not settling down in thainds? Aranovich explains that the
lands of the colony were not totally free of restget. This fact would force the J.C.A. to
litigate by years and would end with their obligatito pay important indemnifications to
several renters whose leases had not expired wiesale took place. Again, from his
optics of a colonist, Garfunkel corroborates thist f

At the beginning of 1892 Colonel Goldsmid, who ai¢a a license of the British
Ministry military to come to organize the coloniestived to Argentina.

The new Director of the J.C.A visited and reorgadizZColonia Mauricio (May of
1892) with military hand. He agreeded with thosemigrants who did not serve like
colonists, or who did not wish to be them, the amtaf the indemnification with the aim
that they left the colony. He also suppressed #q@mosit of provisions and the notebooks
were eliminated. From now on, until the colonistgained utilities from their harvests,
they would receive a monthly stipend in cash, lnam character, and they would have to
buy everything that they needed for their feedingd as daily life from the retailers of the
zone. Finally, he gave the instructions of the caselisarm the camping of carps and
gradually to install the colonists in their farnsll these facts are also meticulously
descripted by Garfunkel.

We found here the first divergence in the opticsGafrfunkel, as a colonist, and
Aranovich, as an objective observer of the factst Garfunkel, the abolition of the
notebooks of the colonists, and the consequeningas the warehouse of the J.C.A., was
something long wished by the colonists. Howevemakach mentions that:

“It is easily understood to what degree of demaafion has been able to take the
colonists, taking into account the moral quality tbfs people in that time, the monthly
deliveries of money to support its expenses of Tifee only useful consequence of this
experiment went that it contributed to that the djaglements and the bad ones were
polarizen; those immigrants who offered some prenfus the future from the others that

absolutely did not serve as colonists. The firagstfor the purging of the colony began. It
was agreed with the unsuitable one, the amounhefindemnification that was paid to

them, provided they left the colony™

% D. Aranovich, p. 4.
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To our understanding the vision of Aranovich adjustore to the reality. All the
colonists were not prepared to make decisions enube from their money. Let us
remember the misery of which they came in Russththa fact that they have found their
necessities satisfied during almost a year in theethwuse of the J.C.A. It is clear that their
expenses were written down in their respectivebuiks, but they did not internalized this
fact.

The project of Hirsch had the goal to provide te beneficiaries the opportunity not
only to become useful members for the society, veing economically, but also as
human beings:

“Hirsch disapproved the traditional charity withsitemphasis in the distribution of alms.
He was convinced that he could assure the fututeeoflews of Russia providing them the
opportunity to become self-sufficient through pretéie work.” %

All the beneficiaries would not be able to take atage of it; some would have to
defect, it is the logical thing. For that reasonaeasidered that the episode of the stipends
would have to be interpreted within this context.

(In 1893) colonel Goldsmid left the Direction oktld.C.A. and he returned to Europe.
He was replaced temporarily by Maximo Kogan, a Rusgngineer, who continued with
the task of purging colonies. Kogan had two coltabmrs: Emilio Korkus and Dr.
Berkenheim, who would be in charge of Colonia Meioti

Berkenheim would purify the colony from paupersevies and also of those who, in
his opinion, by their character or because of tbmmosition of their family, were not
sufficient apt for the agricultural work. In woradg Aranovich: “A period of cleaning,
sprinkled of pathetic scenes and scandals beg¥nThese facts are consistent once again
with the memories of Boris Garfunkel.

Throught the passing of the years, the review @nawrich begins to include a greater
amount of statistical references and the descnptiva smaller number of events; for that
reason we will try to segment this period annualyso, emphasizing the information

provided by the author and extending it by our gsialwhen we consider it opportune.

% CAin Israel, J.C.A. Charitable Foundation.
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1894 -1895

* In 1894 the J.C.A. presents to the colonistscthr@racts of the lands, which include
the consolidation of the total debts of the coltmigith the company.

These debts reached a magnitude of around 50%e ofalne of the land. The original
contract stipulated that this amount would havedgaid in 12 annuities, with an annual
interest of 5%. The colonists refused to sign raovich relates thdonly in the following
year, induced by Mr. Eusebio Lapine (the new Adstriaior), in charge of organizing on
more solid bases the colony, almost all the colsmgould sign the contracts to assure
their rights over the lands.®®

This episode is described in detail in the memaoieBoris Garfunkel, who locates it

at the beginning of 1895. The commentary of Aradlowan the event speaks by itself:
“The colonists, that were believed they have thghtrito enjoy the generosity of the
philanthropy of Baron de Hirsch, were surprisedthg knowledge that all the expenses
were loaded in their accounts, that there were gisen away anything, the fare, or the
subsidies they have received for many months, drad annoyed them most was that 5%
interest.” %

As it is expected the non welfarism concept of aufitthropy, which characterized the
project, was not understood and, by the way, wsistexl, by the own beneficiaries of the
project.

» Lapine finished the purging of the colony, expgllsome undesirable elements that
still were there, soon improving the conditionsradtallation of the colonists. Anyone who
wished it may change his lot (of 80 to 100 heciabgsbetter located land, increasing until
the maximum the extension of such (210 hectares).

Like in other occasions, the analysis of the measodf Garfunkel gives faith to this
fact.

In Aranovich words, thislast decision was based on a mistaken concephefvalue
and the capacity of yield of the land of Coloniauveio.” *° This fact is of fundamental

37D. Aranovich,
% D. Aranovich,
%9 D. Aranovich,

. 6.
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40D, Aranovich, p. 7.
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importance, because in these mistakes Aranovich fimdl the genesis of the future
disintegration of the colony.

The author supports his position in the report gmésd by David Cazes in 1907 to the
Council of Administration of Paris:

“Agronomists and others that had occasion to prammithemselves on the value of the
land of the colony declared that a third of her wiasmed of absolutely unusable low

marshes, and the other two thirds were made upef poor land, of which the analyses,

they have been mentioned in support, superabunddathonstrated their poverty, and that

after four or five years of work would be exhausied without any value for agriculture.

In vain we mentioned the example of surroundingl$amn vain we insisted that tests
became of alfalfa plantations; we have sent wiik gim seeds and material for farming,
but our agronomists declared that it would be amffo pure loss, and after the years of
unfruitful fight we had to retire of Mauricio thdfalfa seed that we had sent there, and to
resend it to Moisés Ville where they will be usetf

Let us remember this last paragraph, becauseilveeturn to it years later.
1896

* Of the 213 families installed as colonists in Mai before 1894 they were in
December of 1896, after successive purgings, 18@nists; the total population was
reduced to 947 people.

* The event of the year, obviously, was the deathipril 21, of Baron de Hirsch.

Aranovich emphasizes the neglect in which the deteriell. His statement proves that
the author shares the vision of Hirsch on the gb#ie philanthropy:

“The mentality of the uneducated mass of the fidbnists as far as their relation with

Baron de Hirsch and the J.C.A. is peculiar. Theddawas the good father of the colonists,
he always arranged to give all the imaginable favto them and to overwhelm them with
benefits, that never arrived at their destiny besmauhe employees of the company
interposed, people of bad heart, enemies of thentsts, to whom they looked to harm.
That sentimentality instead of being a clear anfingel concept of justice, of business with

the J.C.A. that provides to the colonists the mdans healthy work by means of a loan,

“1D. Aranovich, p. 7.
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whose reimbursement will serve to help other cgietiists in equality of conditions, was
the cause of most of the conflicts between thenisitoand the J.C.A*

The neglect and the sensation of gratitude of thenests towards Hirsch, beyond the
mix-ups with the administrators and still with tbeectors of the J.C.A., were also attested
by Garfunkel.

1897-1898

» Economically, they are very bad years. In 189828 hectares of wheat were
planted, which was burned by a frost fallen in thenth of November; this induced a
reduction of the seed in 1895 to only 2,291 hestamcreasing to 4,090 in 1896. The
harvests of wheat and corn in 1887 and 1898 alge gary bad results. There were planted
between 8,500 and 9,000 hectares, but the benast wery thin. The wheat rendered
between 3 and 4 fanegas (each fanega is equivimet.247 kilograms) by hectare, the
corn was not far better.

These numbers mark the first economic statisties wWe found in the review; from
them until 1930, Aranovich will provide us with nbers of great interest to the aims to
understand the economic unfolding of the colony.

As a synthesis:The colonists were discouraged; twenty familiefs fee colony and it
was afraid that the exodus became gener&l.”

It ended here the period that we have denominatdth| Establishment and
Maturation of Colonia Mauricio.” It is clear thdtthere is a determining event to divide the
history of Mauricio in two periods it is the intraction of the cattle activity; for that reason
the separation in these two sections.

During the years that we finished reporting, thgiregs of Demetrio Aranovich and
Boris Garfunkel show, in general, great coincidermeyond differences in the years in
which they report the events, probably caused gy fact that Garfunkel writes his
memories more than 50 years after happened the dact surpassing the 90 years of age,
whereas the review of Aranovich is contemporargheofacts.

“2D. Aranovich, p. 8.
“3D. Aranovich, p. 9.
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The Apogee and the Disintegration of Colonia Maurim
1899

The year 1899 marks a point of inflexion in theramic situation of the colony: the
harvests improves, it begins to be developed th& mdustry and, fundamentally, the
cattle ranch is introduced and the colonists bdgirexpand the fields of alfalfa. The
conditions are given for the takeoff of the colony.

 The 1899 harvest is not so bad. The wheat rendesverage between 7 and 8
fanegas by hectare; the corn around 15 fanegasdifieeence of productivity with the
previous years is remarkable.

e On August 15 a company installs the first creaaken in the colony. Most of the
colonists sell 50 liters of milk daily, which coittutes to improve their economic situation.

As it is expected, this activity generates an iaseein the stock of milk cows.
Garfunkel reports this event a year before, in 183%8n some immigrants acquired milk
cows to the Administration of the J.C.A.

* The cattle activity makes its appearance in tbery. The colonists buy cattle,
duplicating the stock in the colony, which reacBgi2 animals.

The economic rationality of the colonists is renadnle. In words of GarfunketWhen
the century dawned, some colonists decided to @xtein scope of action to the cattle
activities, so expensive to the man of the Argerfigld. Encouraged by what | saw in the
neighboring ranches, | began to raise and sellleatt**

* The greater amount of milk cows and cattle fa $hle stimulates the growth of the
surface dedicated to the seeding of alfalfa, wisdncreased from 597 hectares in 1898 to
1,097 in 1899.

In words of Aranovich:*The confidence in the future rebornsNevertheless, still
very few colonists can pay their annuity by virtoiethe debts contracted in the previous

years with the retailers of Carlos Casares, whogdtha very high interest.

4 B. Garfunkel, p. 328.
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1900

» Some discontented abandon the colony, so the aeuonflsettlers is reduced to 131
and the population to 926 people.

If we remember that in December 1896, after suceegsurges, there had been in
Mauricio 187 settlers, who with their families repented a population of 947 people, it is
clear that the hard times were felt, reducing thealoer of settlers by 29%.

» The land of the colony extends by further acquiss, increasing its area by more
than 20,000 hectares in relation to its originaeasgion.

Surely, Aranovich refers to the acquisition of ®ambmas and La Esperanza, which
Garfunkel locates in 1902 and some years latepemwely, acquired to be used as a
reserve for the future installation of sons of tldonists. The parcelling was performed at
150 hectares the ranch; they were alfalfa fieldsal for livestock and more expensive than
those in Algarrobos and Alice, but the investmeasvattractive to families who wished
that the new generation follows the steps of tharents.

» The amount of cultivated land expands, reachip@86 hectares. The wheat crop
was just medium and the prices were not high; hewesince most of the settlers made the
work by themselves, they obtained some profits.

Two events will be reported consistently over tbmng years:

» It extends the area planted with alfalfa, addkg72 hectares. The colonists sale
alfalfa for forage but also their seeds. The goodlity of the grass allows its selling at a
very good price; since they made four cuts per,yeach hectare leaves a remarkable
annual profit. The seed yields even more, sincemrage they are obtained 2.5 fanegas
per hectare, which are also sold at excellent galue

Let us remember that last paragraph of the Repesigmted by David Cazes in 1907 to
the Council of Administration of Paris, mentioneg Aranovich when relating the 1895
events:

“In vain we mentioned the example of surroundingds, in vain we insisted that tests
became of alfalfa plantations; we have sent wiik gim seeds and material for farming,

but our agronomists declared that it would be amffo pure loss, and after the years of
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unfruitful fight we have had to retire of Mauricibe alfalfa seed that we had sent there,
and to send it to Moisés Ville, to the aim to bedithere.”®

The error of judgment on the potentiality of thenda of Mauricio is evident;
Aranovich will provide us numerous statistics msupport.

» The cattle activity is increased, the cattle ktamounted to about 6,300 animals.

Boris Garfunkel also tells us this fact. It is ¢léhat the colonists responded to the
incentives created by changes in the relative price

» (Probably, for the first time) Almost all theloaists could pay their annuity to the
J.CA

It is not a minor detail; Aranovich draws it fronm abjective analysis of the
information provided by the Yearbooks of the J.CBaris Garfunkel highlights it from his
optics as a colonist.

1901

» The cultivated land is reduced to 5,663 hectémramember that in 1900 it reached
almost 13,000).

It is interesting the remark of Aranovich, who kEips that this is founded in an
attempt not to “weaken too much” (quotation marksed by the author in his review) the
land that still was considered very poor. Do notgéhd that the author proposes that
misperception as the seed of the future collapskeotolony.

» The cattle activity, as expected, expands. Thebar of animals reaches more than
11,000 heads, between the ones acquired to wotkenfarms and those acquired for
fattening.

Given the increase in the number of cattle, thalfalffields, which extend to about
3,000 hectares, are used for grazing, leaving thayast of the four yearly cuts for seed.

» The dairy cattle became much less profitable tharselling of livestock. The cream
maker industry continues to decline, a phenomehahlegan in 1900 with the launch of
the cattle activity.

* The colonists pay their debts to the merchantSasfos Casares and their annuities to
the J.C.A.

“>D. Aranovich, p. 8.
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The image of prosperity set in; the ability of th@onists to pay their old debts and
their annuities provides evidence of this.
1902

* 30 new colonists settle. They are the sons of @bdbnists and some new
immigrants.

As we mentioned when commenting the events of &0, Garfunkel himself
corroborates this fact.

» The total sown, taking into account the 3,000escof alfalfa that were grown
previously, amounts to 14,530 hectares (recovetimgy surface of 1900, 12,886 acres,
regardless of the fields of alfalfa).

» The success of the harvest allowed the colotis{zay back their annuities to the
J.CA.

» This year, two inspectors of the Central CoumdilParis visit the colony, which
impresses them as “a fully active center and in ghecess of a growing prosperity”
(quotation marks placed by the author in the reyiew

The picture is excellent, good years follow oneatwther. The prosperity of the
colony is undeniable.

1903

» The number of colonists reaches to 164.

The increase in the number of colonists is ano#wience of the increasing well-
being of the colony. Recall that from the Repor®00 Aranovich tells us that the amount
of colonists had decreased to 131, compared tdl87eexisting in December of 1896,
because of the bad years. From 1899 the incipissgprity attracted new immigrants
willing to be colonized; if we added to it, in warebf Garfunkel, the interest of the old
colonists in acquiring fields in Santo Tomas foeitlsons, because they are full of alfalfa
and, therefore, they are ideals for the cattlevagtiwe obtain this increase of 25% in the
number of colonists with respect to the year 1900.

* The year is excellent for agriculture. The 5,9%€rtares of wheat produce 10.5
fanegas by hectare, the 4.561 hectares of correremdund 11 fanegas by hectare. On the
other hand, 382 hectares of new fields of alfateaaaded.
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* Meanwhile, livestock continues to expand. The hamof cattle amounted to
11.741, of whom only 2,368 were given to the cdtniby the Administration, the
remaining 9,373 were purchased by the colonistkitd parties. Some of the colonists are
engaged in fattening livestock for export.

* The colonists pay to the J.C.A. around 95% of dhaualities scheduled for the
year.

The best summary of the status of the colony & time is provided by Aranovich
himself: “The growing prosperity is on the risgjuotation marks placed by the authB).
1904

* The size of the plantings are the same of theipus year. They are devoted to
wheat 6,186 acres, which yield 3.9 fanegas perahecbut the corn fails because of the
drought.

» Livestock production continues to expand. The wamhoof cattle acquired for
fattening and trade already ascend to 19,657 heads.

It is clear that at this moment this one is theti@@ractivity of the colony, given its
high yield. This performance threatens the vergtexice of the dairy industry, for which
the cream makers factories continue to decline.

» The colonists pay to the J.C.A 88% of the amairtheir annuities.

The wellness is evident. Aranovich points that @#icial Memory of the J.C.A.
corresponding to 1904 be refers the colony withseéhevords:“Mauricio, the most
prosperous of our colonies.”

1905

* In 1905 the number of colonists reaches 186 £ colonists with respect to 1903)
and the population 2,118 people. 110 new familiesnmigrants have arrived (probably
spontaneously), composed by 804 people.

The population doubled from the values of the yE200 (926 inhabitants), turning
point in the economic situation of Mauricio. Thdawy attracts new immigrants because
the facility of its access, given its proximity Buenos Aires, and, of course, because its

prosperity.

“eD. Aranovich, p. 12.
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* 14.679 hectares are harvested. Of these, 10,86tres of wheat, which have a
yield of 10.73 fanegas the hectare. Corn yieldtils mediocre (it is worth noting the
significant increase in the wheat area harvesteaghtly less than the double of the previous
two years).

* The cattle fattening continues prospering. Witlths aim the colonists travel far
away from the colony, buy and bring skinny animéten, in three or four months fatten
and sell them, either to butchers in Buenos Airet® @he fridge industry. The money has a
great rotation, since the cattle is renewed thrdew times a year.

Coincidentally, Garfunkel says that the main difftg for this type of operation lays
in the great distance between ranches, or rathedatge size of these. Sometimes you had
to make up to 100 kilometers on horseback, whichnha great loss of time and a great
physical, but the results outweigh the sacrifices.

* As it was expected the cream maker factory finaél closed (the milk industry
simply could not compete with the yield of the Ea#ctivity).

» This performance encourages the sewing of alfaladicating 743 new hectares
(totalizing an area of about 4,000 hectares) awddiaed the selling of bundles of grass
(given the logical necessity of using them as ffmydhe livestock).

» The colonistss renewed their capital assetdacem old plows for new and more
efficient models (their economic reality allow théondo that).

Prosperity remains the norm. The synthesis of tharis simple; in words of
Aranovich:“The colonists have money.”

1906-1907

* The number of colonized immigrants continues gngwthey are already 200 (14
more than in 1905). They continue arriving spontaiséy, the population reaches 2,318
people (10% more than in 1905, another evidentkeoprosperity of the colony).

» The wheat gives excellent results. The coloratgs begins to experience with oats,
which has an optimal yield, 13 to 17 fanegas bydrec

* Nevertheless, the greater benefit is producedhbyalfalfa seed, from which they
were obtained more than four fanegas by hectatefeh of 4,143 fanegas, which were

commercialized to very good prices. The fieldsl&dlta already occupies 15,847 hectares.
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It is interesting to mention that the last inforioatthat Aranovich had provided about
the plantings of alfalfa data from 1905, with apaaof about 4,000 hectares. The numbers
show, in a couple of years, an increase of alm@9QD hectares devoted to the activity
(probably, included in this total are the land pdahwith alfalfa that the J.C.A. had bought
in Santo Tomas). It is also to mention the incraasie productivity, since in 1900 they
were obtained around 2.5 fanegas by hectare.

It is clear, as Aranovich mentions, as much indascription of year 1900 like in the
one of the present period, that the quality ofdlialfa is very good, the soil and the climate
of Mauricio are adequate and, given the pricesctbp is highly convenient.

» The colonists continue paying their annuitiesht® J.C.A. without greater problems
and acquiring capital goods (plow seat and sowighimes). The working oxens of the
principle of the colonization are just a memoryythhave been replaced by horses and
mares.

The picture is forceful agairiYears 1906 and 1907 mark an accentuated well-being

and prosperity.™’

Aranovich digression on the origin of the disintegation of Mauricio

After providing to us statistics on the situatioh the colony in 1906 and 1907,
Aranovich raises for the first time his hypothesis the causal of the disappearance of
Mauricio as a Jewish agricultural colony.

Aranovich based his remarks on the report of 190David Cazes to the Board of
Directors of Paris, therefore we will transcribe tielevant paragraphs of the report:
“Luckily, some colonists are let persuade and sawne hectares of alfalfa that give
satisfactory results, the very compelling examgléhe neighbors also produces effect; in
short, all the colonists seek to extend their Bebdl alfalfa at first in high and, to say thus,
tired lands, later in those classified like lowathimproved as they were worked.

Meanwhile, we have acquired the domain of Santo&Bpwhich a part constituted
fields of alfalfa. The colonists settled in thesaines have obtained benefits from the first
year. Thus, the impulse was given and now sevetahists have transformed all their lots
into fields of alfalfa, others destine for alfal&®, 100 and 120 hectares. The net benefits

have been very important.

4" D. Aranovich, p. 14.
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The alfalfa is not the only resource of the colsf Mauricio. After some years this
land that, according to the experts, had to be eshed quickly, has produced good
harvests of wheat; the yields of 12 to 14 fanegasdxtare were not rare; in 1905 and
1906 the average vyield of the wheat was near 12das. To such point that this year,
when the mean efficiency was of 7.72 by hectasecitnsidered very low.

Also some old colonists, that have great surfadedfalfa, when do not have enough
number of animals to use among them the fieldy, teet them and they obtain a rent.
Several colonists of Santo Tomas, that have reddots entirely seeded of alfalfa, were
thus able for paying elevated annuities from th&t frear of their installation..

Mauricio is a colony of fattening of animals rathi#ian of raising. Few colonists are
dedicated to their reproduction. All of them bug|l and almost renew their cattle, in
everything or partly, two or three times a year.

As a result of all these circumstances the smalilece of land in Mauricio is disputed
with fierceness. The lands that formerly were ader®d without any value, are nhowadays
working, used and contribute almost as much asthers.

Everything what precedes explains and justifiesvéilaation at which has arrived the
land from the region of Mauricio and the sales beeamore and more rare.*®

Aranovich states that the report of Cazes is angtevidence of the magnitude of the
error of the agronomists of the J.C.A. when clgssif the lands of Mauricio as pour and
inadequate for agriculture. This error would indaceunfortunate policy of land allocation,
granting the colonists extensive fields, under dissumption that with little fields they
would have no means of live.

What would be the consequence of this? In the svofdhe author:

“The decay and the disintegration of Colonia Mauwitike an Jewish agricultural colony,
since the enormous value of the land in Mauricios veatemptation too great for the
immigrant who had paid a low price to make a bautit business by selling his farm. So he
becomes owner of several tens of thousands pesasdoin any commercial enterprise.
That was the origin of the decay and decline of Maw as an agricultural Jewish

colony.” 4

“8D. Aranovich, p. 15.
“9D. Aranovich, p. 19.
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The hypothesis of Aranovich is clear; we will eathi it, in the last section of our
paper.

Now let us continue the study of the statisticspnéed by the author in his review; in
that direction we close the year 1907 with his etoic assessment on the situation of the
colony:

* In 1907 the prosperity of the colonists and tlewelopment of Mauricio go on
increasing.

1908

» The number of colonized immigrants continueseasing, it reaches to 243.

» Even by this time, the J.C.A. continues with piactice of waste land (in the words
of the author), by assigning large fields to thioists.

Aranovich provides us the following paragraph ok tnnual Report of the
Administrator of the colony:According to the adopted system to give new lapidshore
than 150 hectares to the colonists that have oaljyrreceived bad lands, the total surface
of 44 lots was distributed. If we do not make nesgussitions, which would be very
difficult, given the high prices of the lands inraegion, the colony will not develop
further.” *® The text emphasizes the two points that the auties to highlight again and
again in his review: the high value reached byidinel in the region and the practice to give
to the colonists fields of more than 150 hectares.

» The surface dedicated to alfalfa continues grgwascending to 18,953 hectares (it
increased in 3,056 hectares).

Since it exceeds the necessities of the colorstyjirtue of the quantity of cattle in
the colony, it is received cattle from neighborfagms for grazing, by a monthly payment
by head.

The prosperity of the colonists is undeniable. Tagnitude of the payments made to
the J.C.A. during the year, for annuities, debt$ @ntributions, is not the only evidence of
it, but also the fact that the colonists seed \adget only for their domestic consumption,
not looking to obtain any benefit of its orchards eomplement of the agricultural

operations. In words of the authtsuch smallness does not interest to thert"”

0 D. Aranovich, p. 20.
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1909

» They continue arriving spontaneous immigrantsp wiork in different offices.

» There are four schools in the colony, with altofel8 teachers and 407 students.

This number is consistent with the growth of thg@udation, doubling the number of
establishments and of teachers with respect to,90dn there was a school in Algarrobos
and another one in Alice, and increasing the nurabgupils 38%.

* The Israelite Agricultural Center, created by th€.A. in 1906 as a cooperative
similar to the existing ones in the colonies ofrErRios does not prosper.

A hypothesis that we like to propose in order tplai the failure of the cooperative
iIs the economic success of the colonists, whiclredses the incentives for joining an
institution of this class. The colonists feel fically secure and probably do not see the
need for an intermediary in their commercial tratisas.

* It returns the dairy to the colony, no longemotigh cream makers firms like in the
older times, but now the same colonists have cregmarators machines in their farms and
they directly send the cream to Buenos Aires andilCay.

This fact not only of demonstrates the reductiorihef opportunity cost of the dairy
respect to the cattle activity, which gradually malisappear the cream makers firms of the
colony in the first years of the ®@entury, but it also reflects the economic capanitthe
colonists, which allows them to acquire capitak#sdike the cream separators, unthinkable
in the times not so distant when the milk was gerthe cream maker firms. Aranovich
tells us that there are 113 colonists who have the&nh cream separators; it is not a small
number.

1910

* The population of Mauricio in 1910 reaches itsximaum: 3.077 inhabitants (750
people more than a pair of years ago).

» The surface of alfalfa increases in 3.979 hestaaching an extension of 25,557
hectares.

* The industry of milk continuous in expansion. &arnew cream separators are
added to the already existing stock and openstarfaof casein.

» The colonists continue regularly making their payts to the J.C.A.

*1D. Aranovich, p. 20.
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* Two colonists initiate a lawsuit against the ACn order to obtain the titles of
property of their land. The Court of appeal regatie demand. Between the arguments the
Court states the following onéThe contract is not a simple ticket of sale, but a
commitment that the colonist accept voluntarilyréspect the social aims and traditions
that persecutes the Association that forms cemkedewish population exclusively, formed
by Jewish agriculturists and it is against all casf commercial speculation™

This episode is of such relevance that it is dbedrin the Annual Report of the J.C.A.

corresponding to 1910:
“Despite the prosperity of numerous colonists, thhappy ones do not lack... Several
colonists of Mauricio have requested to our Assommsome time ago the delivery of the
titles of property of their lands by means of tlilwance payment of the annuities still not
overcome. According to our contracts with the cats) there are twenty years to settle the
debt with the society and the advance payment ¢dake place, except with our consent.

This clause is included in the contract to previbiat the colonists may speculate with
their lands. We have fullfilled our duty to ensthie children of those colonists the benefits
of farm life on the property that have been boughtheir parents to the J.C.A. at very low
prices. We have not been mistaken in our forecasldst test that that increase of the value
of the land is indeed the main cause of the movetoevhich we have talked about.

In Mauricio, for example, the price of the land alsh has been decupled. Speculators
of all species wanted to buy these lands; theynithe the colonists to demand their titles
of property, offering to advance the necessary madethem for the payment of the
annuities that still remains.

We do not know the conditions that they offer eodblonists, but it is allowed to think
that they are not advantageous for them. Once theils were sold, it would be seen that
many of the Jewish agriculturists move to the sit@ad take care of businesses: their
efforts of twenty years would be lost at the same that ours.”™?

We have mentioned a similar fact as the triggathefprocess of disintegration of the
colony. The description of the event by Garfunkiffieds from that of Aranovich, since the
former does not mention that the dispute have exhde courts. Surely the event

described by Aranovich had its genesis in the areated by Garfunkel. Obviously, the

*2D. Aranovich, p. 22.
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departure of Boris Garfunkel was not the causdefdisintegration of the colony but only
evidence that the conditions were given for thiedppen.

Which were these conditions? Aranovich proposesst@ystematically, being based
on the Information of the J.C.A., that the posgipibf obtaining a great gain of capital by
virtue of the valuation of the land has been thiemeining factor in the disappearance of
Mauricio as a Jewish agricultural colony, with whimplicitly agrees Garfunkel.
1911-1913

* In 1911 the wheat area extends considerablyfHmitesult is not good. Of 14,788
hectares are harvested only 8,690, with a yield.40 fanegas per hectare. The following
year the number grows. Planting was reduced to6Sh@@tares (not far from the values of
1910), but the harvest reaches only 1,845, witlel pf 5.25 fanegas per hectare.

* In 1913 the overproduction of alfalfa in the eagenerates a drop in its prices. This
fact induces a reduction of the seeded surfademnsire, a third of the alfalfa is left without
cutting. The jointly reduction of seedtime, the \emt, and from the yields, generates
important losses to the colonists.

» If we compared the physical capital of the codtmibetween 1912 and 1913 we
noticed a diminution of the agricultural implementstead of 397 plows they are left 286,
instead of 175 machines gleaners, 128. In turnntimber of windmills with reservoirs for
drinking water of cattle has increased, and rea&ded

The role of the cattle activity in the economytbé colony is increased; during all
these years it allows the colonists to pay its @mesuto the J.C.A.

* In 1911 there are five schools with 20 teachas269 students.

It is interesting to compare these numbers witts¢hmeported two years earlier, in
1909, when the four schools of the colony took cafe407 students. The review of
Aranovich continues providing small signs of thgibeing of the disintegration process of
the colony.

» Between 1912 and 1913 the J.C.A. grants theditlproperty of their lands to 14
colonists that have paid the totality of their delith the institution.

This information constitutes the first mention ofafovich on the subject; mentions

that from now on will be a constant.

*3D. Aranovich, p. 21.
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1914-1918

Since the J.C.A. has not published annual reghrtgng the years of World War |,
Aranovich does not make any commentary on suclogebeyond to point out that during
this time did not take place any event worth memtig. This fact provides certainty on the
sources of information of his review: the Yearboaksl Annual Reports of the J.C.A.

1919

» Although the seeded surface is relatively snthl, yield is very good: the wheat
rendered 10 fanegas; oats 14.5 and corn 16,5tdthe mentioned the increase of the land
dedicated to the sunflower (this is the first memtof Aranovich to that crop, introduced in
the country in Colonia Mauricio), in 1918 it wasapted 673 hectares, being increased to
1,359 in 1919, with an optimal yield.

* The milk industry is fundamental to the econonfytle colony; the colonists
dedicate all their cattle to it (it begins to beqeved a change in relative prices to the
detriment of cattle trading).

» |tis to notice the reduction of the fields ofadila, which occupy 19,443 hectares, in
relation to the surface seeded in 1910, 25,557ahext The exhaustion of the fields after 15
years of operations is made feel, no longer isgerar sale; it is used in its totality for the
pasturing of the cattle.

Although that reseeding is necessary, Aranovids ted that the colonists do not want
to make the investment; new piece of evidence eir thision of short term as far as its
future in the countryside.

» During 1914-1919, 70 colonists have obtainedrthides of property, reaching a
total of 84 the number of emancipated colonistghem 27 have sold their lots to strange
elements to the colony.

It is the first time that the author provides direzidence on the process of dissolution
of the colony.

1920

* The picture of agriculture is similar to the piayws year. Although the acreage is
small, 8,630 hectares, the performance is optiflaé wheat rendered 10.7 fanegas by
hectare, oats 11.5. The corn rendered 16 fanegasnly 810 hectares are seeded, because

the rest of the 2,863 hectares was used for grazitite absence of an adequate amount of
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alfalfa, 1,320 hectares of sunflower are harvesteth a yield of 11.5 fanegas by hectare,
being obtained good prices.

As in 1919 the majority of grassland is used fazgng, either cattle raising or dairy
cows, or are leased to third parties, since theriatg of cattle does not give a good result
because of the low prices. The cattle crisis idrbegg, it will explode in 1921 and it will
strongly affect the colony, which had become, tigtmut the years, in a cattle operation,
given the incentives generated by the structurelative prices.

» The disintegration continues. 23 new colonistaehabtained their titles of property,
reaching a total of 117 the number of emancipatdondsts; of them continue living in the
colony only 86.

Aranovich, once again, sustains its position on ¢hase of the dissolution of the
colony “which urges the colonists to sell theirdaio strangers, is the great valuation that
has acquired the land in the region. Their renting equally expensive, as much of
hectares with alfalfa or for cultivation
1921

* The harvest of 1921 had a good vyield, continuangtring of good years: wheat
yielded 12.2 fanegas per hectare. Of the 2,500ahextof oats were harvested 500 with a
yield of 14.3 fanegas, the rest was left to forém®other piece of evidence of the lack of
alfalfa); the corn yielded 17.6 fanegas and the Bb@&€ares of sunflower only 6.1 fanegas
per hectare. It was planted a total of 8,500 hestar

It is to note the drop in the sown of sunflowertls result of the sharp drop in its
price. Once again, the colonists act rationallylofeing the incentives provided by the
price system.

* The cattle crisis that explodes in 1921 and eddeio 1922 has an important effect
on the economy of the colonists, given that thélecaictivity was their main occupation
and, on the other hand, they were strongly indebitigal the banks, because of expanding
their cattle activities. It can not be worst, theywe cattle of little value and large liabilities.
On the other hand, the climate did not help. Th2118rought diminished the yield of the
dairy; to make matters even worse, when the weadthproves the price of the butter

sharply fell.
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The necessity to sell animals to pay their debtsea the ruin of a great number of
colonists. As an example, the best milk cows ate sack to a 10% of the value of some
years ago. As it is to be expected, the collapdbeprice of the cattle considerably affects
the value of the land, which falls until in a 50%.

» The contracts of the old colonists, still not ewipated, arrive at their end on April
1, 1921, the old colonists will pay the remainirfgleeir debts and will obtain the titles of
property of the land. In this way 27 colonists reedheir titles of property, ascending to
144 the total number of emancipated colonists.

There is no colonist from the original groups ofg&irobo and Alice who has not
received yet the title of property of his land. yhanly remain around 100 colonists in the
groups of Santo Tomas and Esperanza, who were izetbrat the beginning of the 20
century, many of them sons or sons in law of thst iolonists.

» The population of the colony has been reducetlG@3 people.

The data provided by the author is significantrapresents a 33% less than the
maximum population of the colony (3,077 inhabitytsached in 1910.

* The five schools of the colony stay, but the nembf students is reduced to 284
and the number of teachers to 8.

If we remembered that in 1909 the schools had 40dests and in 1911, 369, the
evidence cannot be more forceful. In spite of tlemegational growth the number of
students go on declining, unequivocal picture efémigration of the colonists towards the
cities.

Mauricio is firmly directed to its disappearanceaa®ewish agricultural colony. It is to
be mentioned two completely different scenariosvben those colonists that sold their
lands before the crises and those that have tbidahe years of the cattle crisis. The first
ones sold their lands by convenience, capitalitignselves. The seconds, more likely by
necessity, to pay their debts, ending in a verydzahomic situation.

1922

* In 1922 the cattle crisis stimulates the recosiogr of the activities, it increases

plantings, given the losses to livestock The satttlwubled the area allocated to wheat and

corn, and sunflower reaches the 2,000 hectares, times the area of 1921. The high
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opportunity cost causes the alfalfa fields redusesize by 50%, occupying only 10,000
hectares.

The reduction of the fields of alfalfa is probalthe strongest evidence of the cattle
crisis. If we remembered that in 1910 the seedefhse reached the 25,557 hectares, the
numbers speak by itself.

» For 1922 the total surface of the colony has bassigned. The number of
emancipated colonists grows in 19, reaching 16Beroi2 will finish paying their debts
during the year and will receive the property $ile

In view of the emancipation of the great majorifyttee colonists, the J.C.A. eliminates
the function of Administrator; it is replaced byosadic inspections of the Direction of
Buenos Aires. It is clear that Colonia Mauricioealdy walks by itself, but not as it was
imagined in its origins. The indications of theiisidtegration are accentuated. As
Aranovich mentions!Already for years it has not existed in the coloayy cooperative
nor another society of general interest™
1923

* During 1923 the economy of the colony improvds testructuring of activities
pays off, despite the weather threatens the outoofimiee harvest. Wheat yields are half
than expected, 7 to 8 fanegas per hectare, theig@ignificantly affected by drought and
yields only 5 fanegas, like sunflower.

* The most important aspect is the replanting g0Q6 hectares of alfalfa, which add
to the 10,000 hectares of old alfalfa fields thateveft.

On the matter, Aranovich highlights, once agame, quality of the land, which in his
vision, constituted the genesis of the disintegratof the colony:“It is clear that the
alfalfa returns to occupy the first position and rational cultivation, given the excellent
quality of the land, allows to obtain a strong vi&l >

» The number of colonists that have received tlop@nty of the land elevates to 180.
1924-1925

* The 1924 harvest was quite good; principallydhe of corn. The wheat renders 11

fanegas, the oat 15, and the corn 25 fanegas ligirbed he sunflower occupies more than

>4 D. Aranovich, p. 26.
5 D. Aranovich, p. 27.
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1,000 hectares; a considerable surface, but 508dhes in 1922. In 1925 the seeded area
was much greater, but its yield was similar.

» It returns the cattle activity to the colony. Thelonists send 2.624.000 liters of
milk; in addition, the sale of livestock reappedrg,virtue of the improve in the prices of
the cattle.

It is interesting to mention the commentary of Asgich on the matter, since it
illustrates the diversification of activities agoam to attenuate the riskThe colonists are
not dedicated exclusively to this trade (the sdlbvestock) and now do not despise crops,
which become more varied>®

» For 1925, the number of colonists that have oletithe titles of property of their
lands reaches 200.

1926-1929

* In 1926 the harvest of corn gave the best raauthe history of the colony; in
average, 30 fanegas by hectare, but the prices ereHowever, the harvest of wheat,
failed, as much by the quality of the grain as liy yield. The scenario improves in 1927,
rendering the wheat 14 fanegas by hectare and inmgy@ven more the yield of the corn:
30 to 35 fanegas by hectare, reaching 39 fanegb82a.

* In 1927, 16,150 hectares were seeded, whichasereto 17,400 hectares in 1928.
The surface of the fields of alfalfa reaches 16 ,08¢tares.

The commentary of Aranovich is conclusive: “We hawasted all along our review in
the numeric data of the harvests to demonstratefapaway from their exhaustion, still in
our days (1931), are the excellent lands of Maorici’ His position cannot be clearer; the
error in the original valuation of the land shimesdent.

* In 1927 the number of colonists that have obthitiee titles of property of their
lands ascends to 210, over a total of 270 colgnastd in 1928 to 215. The colony is
practically independent.

The end of Mauricio, as a Jewish agricultural cglde coming, as it reported in the
Report of 1928 of Louis Oungre, Director of the .AGn Argentina, after an inspection

tour to the colonies:

5 D. Aranovich, p. 27.
>’ D. Aranovich, p. 29.
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“Only the small Colonia Dora, very little populatednd our old Colonia Mauricio, who
gradually loses all the characteristics of our aaiation, lacks agricultural cooperatives.”
58

1930

* In 1930 the population of the colony is made Gig&8 colonists, of which 232 have
obtained the titles of property of their lands. t&¢m 130 have sold everything or part of
the land, and 60 have it rented. They are lefhendolony 42 emancipated colonists and 36
that have not yet obtained the property of theid&a

In words of Aranovich:“Such are the last official data on this colony, iaH
according to the general opinion, no longer exissa Jewish colony,®® since many new
owners and renters of lands are not Jewish.

1931

Aranovich provides us the following final pictuo& Colonia Mauricio, 40 years after
its foundation:

* For the second semester of 1931 the 270 colohiat® obtained the titles of
property of their lands. Of them 60 have sold tha&nds and other 70 have sold a part of
their lots and operate the rest.

» Of the 210 colonists that stay as proprietors) d€ht their fields and they do not
live in the colony; other 55 live with their famgb in the urban centers, the majority in
Carlos Casares, and come to their farms to wongllfi, the remaining 65 live on their
lands and work like farmers.

That is to say that from the 270 colonists thatehabtained the titles of property of
their lands only 65 live in the farms and continuerking them. Of course, the vast
majority are not the original colonists, as manyeweead and others left the country side,
being replaced by some of their children.

Aranovich also mentions that it took place a gadidivision of the land, since the
sales have taken place in parcels of 50 and s8l IhectaresiThe Jewish lots are in

general much greater than the Christian&””

8 D. Aranovich, p. 28.
9 D. Aranovich, p. 29.
0 D. Aranovich, p. 31.
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This fact is further evidence of the original ervdnen allocating large tracts of land to
the colonists, on the base that the operation woatde feasible on a smaller scale, given

the low quality of the ground.

VI. CONCLUSIONS

Let us summarize, in words of Aranovich, the foetelminants of the disintegration
of the colony:

(1) “The quality of the colonists, in its great majgnivithout antecedents or experience in
rural tasks, who considered their work in the felas a slavery and looked for their
economic emancipation as a way of leaving thaiawsay of living in their eagerness to

return to the city. The capital that they obtairfeain the sale of their farms, and that
seemed to them enormous, was not use with bengefitdst of them, except for very rare
exceptions, and they finished without the propentg without the money, gaining in the
oldness miserably their life, in the same way tll@y it before their installation in the

colony. Some returned with their families to work the fields or in the towns of the

campaign.”™*

Without any doubt most of the immigrants were ravtrfers, but this fact in itself does
not explain, to our understanding, the disappea&avicthe colony because the same
situation occurred in other contemporary coloniesMauricio. Without going farther,
Moisesville, which would not have to disintegratejt all the opposite. The desire of
another type of life can solely be understood &ikeigger if there exist adequate conditions
for the emigration and these are not others tleaettonomic possibilities of the colonists.
(2) “The children of many colonists have dedicated thelres to the study of liberal arts
and exert their professions in the city of Buenesfand in other major cities ®

The education and the well-being of their childnexry, son the doctomwere the goal of
many immigrants. But again, this fact cannot besatered as an explanatory variable since
there is no reason to assume that in the resteotthonies the incentives were not the
same. Many colonists did the impossible thing st their children studiedNVe seeded
wheat and we harvested doctaras a usual quotation between the old colonisis.f&

the whole family to emigrate from the country tee thity, and not only some of their

®1D. Aranovich, p. 29.
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children, this transfer had to be economically ifelas The economic conditions are central
again.
(3) “It has also contributed much to force several cots to sale part of their lands the
great debts that they have contracted with theAl,Cand that was another of the great
errors of the company. We have read in the OffiBieport of 1910: In order to defend the
colonists of Mauricio against the speculators wHowre to buy their lands, the Council has
made them important advances, when they have needeey to buy cattle. At the request
of David Cazes, the J.C.A. has been distributedidda the colonists in relation to their
alfalfares... The advances have been made basedeofoltbwing reason: the colonists
request the titles of their lands in order to ueerh as collaterals of credits in the banks
with the object to invest the money in the purcledsmattle. We will facilitate the advances
to them in more advantageous conditions. It wasn tla competition to the banks. And as
the banks had come in this case, it also demandedéwish the payment of the quotas,
having often resorted to embargoes of the prodfidhe harvest of the defaulters. The
colonists were entangled in debts and to leaveasfiloey were forced to sell part of their
lands.” ®3

Although the description of the situation by Araiobv is correct, it is not his
interpretation of the facts. The indebtedness efdblonists forced many of them to sell
part or the totality of their lands in disadvantage conditions after the 1921/22 crises; but
it would had happened in any case, even if theAl.@ad not made the loans, since, by
virtue of the great businesses that could be choig at the beginning of century, many
colonists expanded their operations without takimg account the risk of a contingent fall
in the prices.
(4) “The erroneous appreciation by the J.C.A. of thelpativity of the land and, therefore,
the amplitude of the lots for farming given to todonists, which could be reduced to their
fifth or sixth part, because with 25 or 30 hectarefiad been enough for a family of
farmers to being able to gain their life. The enous valuation of the land was the greatest

incentive for the selling of the propertie$®

®2D. Aranovich, p. 29.
% D. Aranovich, p. 30.
% D. Aranovich, p. 29.
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Even more, as we have indicated it in the preveetion (p. 48), Boris Garfunkel
implicitly supports this hypothesis:
“But the sad thing of the case, | fulfill an oldigon of conscience in saying it, is that many
colonists took advantage of the antecedent to naskevell abandonment of the colony,
although the reasons that determined them to ma&iedecision, in the great majority of
the cases were not the same than mine. It hurtdaleeply that it happened and gave the
reason to the J.C.A., as far as the fear that ntijude seated a bad precedenf®

We cannot but agree with Demetrio Aranovich andi8@arfunkel. The objective
defense of Aranovich of this hypothesis, through itiformation provided in his review, is
conclusive. The colonists had a major incentiventake a strong capital gain; it was
rational to do so and they behaved, exactly, asstmmomic theory predicts it, given the

opportunity cost of not doing so.
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